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Students Take Action Against Violence 
 
May 29, 2007—More than 170 students participated in the Students Stepping Forward 
Youth Action Conference, hosted by the Society for Safe and Caring Schools and 
Communities in Edmonton. Youth Action engages young people in identifying and 
addressing important issues, such as bullying and violence, in their own school 
communities. This culmination of three pilot projects in 7 Alberta schools introduced an 
additional 150 students aged 11–18 years to the Youth Action program.  
  
“Youth Action is a unique concept that the Society developed to impact this challenging 
group”, said Executive Director Donna Blundell, “In order to reach Junior and Senior 
High students, programming must provide opportunities for youth to take ownership and 
develop their own strategies to address issues that they consider important”. The Students 
Stepping Forward Youth Action Conference allows for students in pilot schools to 
present their projects and experiences to the other conference participants, to inspire them 
to create their own action projects in following years.  
 
By taking students through this process, schools identify the issues that are significant to 
the student body and are able to support students in gaining a personal connection to the 
projects they design and undertake. Student participants adopt leadership roles and 
develop teamwork, communication and presentation skills.  
 
The Youth Action projects involve five main components. In curricular or extra-
curricular groups, students: (1) select a focus, (2) collect data through action research,  
(3) analyze and interpret the data, (4) design and implement projects to address concerns, 
and (5) evaluate the success of their projects. The pilot projects are funded by: Alberta 
Education, Canadian International Development Agency and Public Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness Canada. 
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For more information please contact Nicole Pakan, Communications 
Manager for the Society for Safe and Caring Schools and Communities, 
at (780) 447-9450 or visit the website at www.sacsc.ca. 



 
The purpose of the Youth Action projects is to reduce risk factors and increase protective 
factors among youth. The SACSC programs: enhance respect, responsibility, and trust; 
increase scholastic achievement and school completion; and prevent bullying and 
violence, through the development of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that promote  
pro-social behaviour. Involvement in this project encourages students to improve their 
research skills and knowledge in the area of their action plan. 
  
The core SACSC topics that are the focus of the Youth Action projects are: 

1. Building respect and responsibility 
2. Building self-esteem 
3. Respecting diversity and preventing prejudice 
4. Managing anger and dealing with bullying 
5. Resolving conflicts peacefully 

 
In addition to core topics, some participating schools have chosen to focus research on 
student attitudes and opinions toward the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
and the student projects will focus on how Alberta students can contribute to achieving 
them. Other schools have chosen to focus on discrimination and how to address issues of 
homophobia in the school and community. 
 
Research into bullying/violence/crime prevention programming and the Society’s 11 
years of experience demonstrate that successful  implementation of programs at the 
secondary school level is considerably more challenging than at the elementary  
level1. This project will identify successful approaches and practices that lead to 
sustained implementation of violence prevention programming and positive outcomes in 
schools with students aged 11–18. The Society’s greatest programming success with 
older youth resulted from involving students in leadership roles. The Youth Action 
approach develops leadership by empowering youth to become change agents reducing 
risk and increasing protective factors in their school communities. 
 
The three SACSC Youth Action project titles are:  
• The Development of a Youth Action Process to Build a Safe, Caring and 

Inclusive Learning Community—A pilot project (Funded through Alberta 
Education) 

• Dealing with Homophobia, Phase II: Expansion, Evaluation & Promotion of 
Phase I Resources (Funded through the National Crime Prevention Centre, Public 
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada) 

• Towards Achievement of the Millennium Goals: Students Taking Action (Funded 
through Canadian International Development Agency) 

 

                                                 
11 Scheckner, S., Rollin, S.A., Kaiser-Ulery, C., & Wagner, R. (2002). School violence in children and adolescents: A meta-analysis of 
the effectiveness of current interventions. Journal of School Violence, 1(2), 5-33. 

   Backgrounder      Page 2 of 2 

The Society for Safe and Caring Schools and Communities



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


